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The emergence and later suppression of the Polish Solidarity movement, known outside of Poland as
the “Polish crisis” of 1980-1982, was an event around which differing views of the Cold War, as well
as of international politics and human rights more broadly, crystallized—both between the two
Germanies as well as between them and their Eastern neighbor.

The Polish crisis, therefore, provides a case study allowing to integrate German-Polish relations into
wider discussions on central themes of the recent historiography of the Cold War, of the rise of
human rights, or on the social and cultural history of the crucial decade of the 1970s. In the past ten
years, moreover, the Polish crisis has at times served as a backdrop for German-Polish arguments
with regard to European responses to events in the post-Soviet space or the Middle East.

In reassessing German-Polish relations in the early 1980s, the contributions to the panel draw on
ongoing or recently finished research projects. They move beyond a traditional focus on diplomacy
embedding German responses to the Polish crisis in the cultural and social history of the 1970s
instead; moreover, including voices from East and West, they have a transnational approach. Thus,
the papers discuss how debates about the Cold War or the Eastern ‘other’ were integrated into
discourses on both German (or Communist) identity as well as transatlantic and pan-European
relations. Moreover, some light will be shed on the heterogeneous factors shaping German-Polish
political neighborhood within the apparent Socialist ‘bloc’.
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